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Ananlyse von 200 Selbstmordfallen nebst Beitrag zur Prognostik de* 
mit Selbstmordgedanken verknupften Psychosen. Von Dr. 
Helenefriederike Stelzner. Mit einem Vorwort von Professor 
Dr. Th. Ziehen. S. Karger, Berlin. 4 marks. 

This is not only an interesting contribution to the subject of suicide, 
but it contains some important features usually overlooked in studies of 
this nature. Most older observations on the subject are taken up in the 
larger part of their pages with considerations of age, of sex, of race, etc., 
whereas the present volume very wisely discusses the whole problem 
from the standpoint of the underlying psychoses. Statistical inquiries are 
silent on this point. 

From a careful analysis of 200 cases of attempted or successful suicide, 
the author has clearly brought out those mental disorders which are 
most likely to lead to suicide, in Berlin, at least. It is quite conceivable 
that other cities and other nationalities may present some variations. 

The depressive psychoses—melancholia, in Ziehen’s sense—show the 
greatest incidence of suicide. Of the 200. 65 were suffering from one of 
the forms of melancholia, climacteric, hallucinatory, hypochondriacal and 
periodic, as outlined by the chief of Berlin’s psychiatric clinic. 

The degenerative mental states, hysteria and the psychopathic constitu¬ 
tion, contributed the next largest number of suicides; 32 in the group of 
200. Other psychoses contribute but smaller numbers of suicides in the 
present study. 

Thus in the lists there were 11 cases suffering from acute paranoia 
(Ziehen), including this same author's amentia; 24 cases were in chronic 
paranoiacs, 4 in senile dements. Dementia paralytica contributed 6, while 
dementia prscox is credited with 7. Suicide was attempted by n epilep¬ 
tics, by 3 imbeciles and alcoholism was responsible for 6 cases. In 31 
there was no history of a distinct psychosis. 

The author further attempts, by her clear and careful analysis, to 
show what may be the determining features leading to suicide in the 
varying psychoses. Thus in acute paranoia (Ziehen), the extreme anxiety 
due to being followed or oppressed by the hallucinations is the given 
cause. In chronic paranoid psychoses suicide is sought as a relief from 
the persecutory delusions. In dementia prsecox, simple pathological im¬ 
pulsiveness seems to be the cause in the majority of the cases. As a rule, 
a logical reason for the attempt at suicide is rarely given by the patient 
suffering from dementia praecox. 

Very superficial motives come to the fore in the study of attempts 
committed by imbeciles—simple quarrels with relatives and neighbors be¬ 
ing sufficient. In hysteria and other psychopathic inferior states, a com¬ 
mon cause of the attempt is largely dependent on some emotional shock, 
and is very frequently accompanied by a general theatrical mode of 
operation. 

The study, notwithstanding its many excellent features, is incomplete 
in that only women were studied, and the cases were only those brought 
to a psychiatric clinic. Thus, wide generalizations are impossible to be 
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drawn from the material at hand. In spite of the drawbacks, however, the 
book is one of the best that have appeared in years. It is well worth 
reading. Jelliffe 

Arbeiten aus DEM Neurolqgischen Institute an der Weiner Uni- 
versitat. Herausgegvben von Prof. Dr. Heinrich Ohersteiner. 
Band XIII. Franz Deuticke, Leipzig und Wien, 1906. 

Vol. 13 of Obersteiner’s Arbeiten comes with its usual rich collection 
of thorough and stimulating studies. We can but enumerate some of the 
more complete and noteworthy. Of the purely anatomical papers, E. 
Zuckerkandl contributes two extensive dissertations, one on the Anatomy 
of the Calcarine Fissure, and another upon the Gyrus Transitivus; M. 
Grossman has a study on the Intrabulbar Connections of the Trigeminus 
with the Vagus; E. Hidles one on the Sensory Roots of the Medulla, and 
P. Biach, a Study on the Comparative Anatomy of the Central Canal in 
Mammals. 

Of pathological studies there are Cvtological Changes Observed in Puer¬ 
peral Eclampsia, by E. Poliak; Changes in the Spinal Ganglion Cells 
After Amputation of the Upper Extremities, by K. Orzechowski; one or 
two on Senile Changes in the Brain, and an extensive study by Marburg 
on Hypertrophy. Hyperplasia, and Pseudohypertrophy of the Brain. 
The collection is thoroughly representative and praiseworthy. 

Jei.liffe. 

Annual Retort of the Central State Hospital of Virginia (for the 
Insane). 

The old clinical classification is still maintained at this hospital, al¬ 
though the records are said to he arranged after Kracpelin. The superin¬ 
tendent recommends that each year one of the medical staff be sent to 
some medical center for a month for instruction in the most modern prac¬ 
tice. lie also suggests joint meetings, once or twice a year, of directors, 
superintendents, assistant physicians and other officers of Virginia State 
hospitals, at which papers should he presented and discussed. 

The Thirty-Third Annual Report of the Cincinnati Sanitarium. 

An epitome of the medical results of the year shows the total number 
treated during the past year to he 302. Of these, 88 were under treatment 
at the beginning of the year, and 214 were new admissions. The daily 
average for the year was 93.15. Eighty-one patients were discharged re¬ 
covered ( 37 - 37 %) J 73 as improved; 38 as unimproved. The mortality was 
18 (5.96%). The medical administration has been strengthened by the 
addition of a pathologist and hematologist. A scries of research observa¬ 
tions on the relations of the Bacillus t’liralylicans of Robertson to paresis 
has been conducted in the clinical laboratory, and is made the subject 
of a separate illustrated paper accompanying the report proper. This re¬ 
search work is especially creditable to a private institution, which receives 
no State aid of any kind; and is an evidence of progressive methods, which 
merit the approval and continued confidence of the profession generally. 

Atwood (New York). 

Primer of Psychology and Mental Disease. C. B. Burr, M.D. Third 
Edition. F. A. Davis Co., Philadelphia, 1906. 

In every hospital for the insane there is a need of a book that will 
give the nurses and attendants an idea of the real state of such patients 
as they are thrown in contact with. It is only by means of understanding 



